      



  Lesson Plan

Class: 4 B
Teacher: Iuliana-Alina Muntean

School: Liceul Teoretic Ion Constantin Brătianu/Şc. Gimn. Aron Densusianu –Haţeg

Title: A Dinosaurs’ World
Unit: Cavemen and Dinosaurs
Time: 50 minutes

Type of lesson: Integrated skills lesson
Materials: overhead projector, Internet flashcards, English-Romanian dictionaries, dinosaur atlas, Children’s Encyclopaedia, scissors, paper, glue, cut-outs, journals, worksheets, activity completion checklist
Didactic approaches: Communicative Approach, Holistic and Humanistic Approach, Cooperative Learning, Discovery Learning, differentiated instruction approach
Didactic methods/techniques: Learning Language Learning Centres, peer tutoring, peer correction, compatible intellectual profile grouping, silent reading for gist, problem-solving, gap-filling technique, collage technique, role-play, note-taking
Background information
Class description: Students (ages 10-11) have been studying English for four years, showing various degrees of proficiency level. They are very curious, (especially about dinosaurs) energetic and enthusiastic, but there is a significant mismatch of focus level among them. Sometimes the noise level becomes very high. A few students come from a low socio-economic background and anxiety makes them unreceptive to language input. Two students have special needs; one of them is very reluctant to cooperate and refuses to take notes. The other one has behavioural problems; he often becomes disruptive and annoys his colleagues. Both students have a very low proficiency level and are regularly offered individualised instruction by the learning support teacher and by the school psychologist. 


Students in class 4B are very strong in logical-mathematical intelligence (94%), interpersonal intelligence (89%) and naturalist intelligence (84%). I also have a developed naturalist profile of intelligence, therefore, I can easily adapt my teaching techniques and materials to the students and I can naturally find interesting and enjoyable tasks which match their interests.
Setting description: The school is a public urban school. There are 26 students in the class. They have English twice a week. Students usually sit in rows, which make it difficult for me to rearrange the desks all the time. They have a beautiful classroom, equipped with a blackboard. The classroom has been divided into eight Language Learning Centres, each for a certain type of intelligence. Students have been organized in homogeneous small groups of three according to their profile of intelligence. Very shy students have been grouped with sociable students and students with low proficiency level have been placed together with higher proficiency level students.

Lesson Background: The lesson A Dinosaurs’ World is the third of unit Cavemen and Dinosaurs. Students have already learned how to classify, describe and identify dinosaurs. They have studied vocabulary related to the dinosaurs’ universe and to prehistoric times. Students are familiar with Present Simple Tense (affirmative, negative and interrogative). Language Learning Centres are an extension of the previous lessons, offering students the possibility to practise their skills and to learn new things on the topic in ‘intelligence-friendly’ areas. 
Lesson aims: 
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
	· answer reading comprehension questions;
· identify, classify and describe different types of dinosaurs;

· write a short description of a dinosaur;
· use dinosaur-related vocabulary;
· use adjectives to describe dinosaurs;

· express likes and dislikes;
· solve thematic word puzzles;

· solve logic puzzles;
	· make up a short dinosaur song;
· make a dinosaur puppet;
· solve a puzzle maze;
· make a dinosaur collage;
· create a comic strip;

· play a dialogue;
· act-out a dinosaur role;
· form accurate oral and written sentences using Present Simple;
· fill in grids; 

· spell dinosaur names;

· take notes


Teacher’s personal aims:
· to develop the students’ speaking, writing, reading and listening skills;
· to cater for students’ multiple intelligences (linguistic, logical-mathematical, spatial, musical, bodily-kinaesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, naturalist);
·  to allow struggling learners to work at their own pace by offering them varied options to demonstrate their learning;
· to develop the students’ interpersonal skills and to encourage peer help;
· to encourage students’ natural curiosity about dinosaurs;
· to develop students’ critical thinking;
· to provide students with opportunities to enrich their vocabulary related to dinosaurs;
· to foster learner autonomy by giving students choices about what to study;
· to foster students’ motivation by creating a friendly environment;
· to activate positive emotions and to boost self-confidence of students with low proficiency level and low self-esteem.
Lesson stage 1 – Warm up/ Review





Timing: 10’

The teacher asks students if they have enjoyed their previous lessons on dinosaurs and lets them know that they are going to have more fun practising what they have just learned and discovering new things about the dinosaurs’ world. To introduce students in the atmosphere of the new lesson, she invites them to watch the animated film We’re back! A Dinosaur Story (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T8yiBloRzSE ) and to identify examples of different types of dinosaurs. 
Lesson stage 2 – Language Learning Centre Differentiated Activities              Timing: 25’

The teacher asks students to look for their names on the list displayed in each Language Learning Centre. They are informed that they are allowed 25 minutes to do the tasks in the mailbox. Each centre is equipped with an activity completion checklist which students have to use to monitor their work. The timing for each task is mentioned next to each activity on the list. 
Observation: The teacher’s role during students’ activity at the Language Learning Centres will be that of a facilitator, who interacts with students, answers questions, corrects mistakes and monitors progress. She offers individual help to students with low proficiency level and encourages students with low self-esteem by providing positive feedback on the accomplishment of small tasks. Thus she anticipates behavioural problems and misconceptions. 
	Language Learning 

Centre
	                Students’  activity / Timing
	             Aids 

	Word 

Smart 

Centre
	Ss read The Green Dinosaur story and collaborate to answer the comprehension questions. When necessary, they use an English-Romanian dictionary or ask for teacher’s clarification of unknown words. The recorder writes down the answers. 15’
In turns, Ss read riddles and jokes about dinosaurs. The other Ss in the group guess the answer. 5’
Ss solve a gap-filling exercise. 5’
	The Green Dinosaur Story worksheet
English-Romanian 

dictionary

Riddles and jokes worksheet
Gap-filling worksheet

	Number Smart

Centre
	Ss solve a word puzzle and a dinosaur word scramble exercise. 10’
Ss solve the Dinosaur Logic Puzzle. 10’
Ss make various dinosaurs model with geometrical shapes or draw a dot-to-dot dinosaur puzzle. 5’
	The dinosaur word search worksheet
The dinosaur word scramble worksheet
The dinosaur logic puzzle worksheet

The dot-to-dot dinosaur puzzle worksheet

	Picture 

Smart

Centre
	Ss solve a puzzle maze or find the matching footprint for each of the dinosaurs. 2’
SS do a dinosaur jigsaw puzzle. 8’
SS create a comic strip with dinosaurs. 15’

	A Day of the Dinosaur puzzle maze worksheet
Jigsaw puzzle game

Coloured pencils
Paper 


	Language Learning 

Centre
	                Students’  activity / Timing
	             Aids 

	Body 

Smart 

Centre
	Ss make a dinosaur collage or dinosaur puppets. 10’
Ss play the role of a dinosaur and introduce themselves to the group. 10’ 
Ss toss a ball to each other to say a dinosaur-related word. 5’
	Dinosaur cut-outs 
Glue
Scissors 
Paper

Drinking straws

	Music 

Smart 

Centre
	Ss make up a simple song about a favourite dinosaur and write down the lines. 10’
Ss take turns and try to spell and pronounce unfamiliar dinosaur names. 5’
Ss take turns to read the Tyrannosaurus Rex rhyme and learn it by heart. 10’
	Paper
Pens

The Strangest Dinosaur Names worksheet
Tyrannosaurus Rex rhyme worksheet

	People

Smart 

Centre
	Ss agree upon a dinosaur and together they write a short text about it. 15’ (The rest of the class will have to guess the dinosaur later).
SS write questions for an imaginary interview with a dinosaur  10’
	Paper 
Pens 

Romanian- English dictionary

	Self-

Smart 

Centre
	Ss play the Animals for a Day game. They pretend to be the last dinosaur and express its fears. 10’
SS express their personal feelings and opinions about a dinosaur in their journal. 10’ 
Ss read silently interesting facts about dinosaurs. 5’
	Paper 
Pens

Romanian-English dictionary

Journals

Dinosaur atlas for young children

	Nature 

Smart 

Centre
	Ss study different pictures representing the dinosaurs’ ecosystem and make notes. 15’
Ss fill in a grid to classify dinosaurs into two categories: plant eaters and meat-eaters. 5’
Ss look match dinosaurs with the food. 5’
	Paper 

The Children’s Encyclopaedia 
Food Finder worksheet 


Lesson stage 3 – The Share Session





 Timing: 5’

When they have finished their tasks, students rotate to the other Learning Centres to see their colleagues’ final products or to share ideas and impressions. All students’ work will be displayed later in the classroom so that everybody could be able to see them. 

Lesson stage 4 – Final Feedback to/from Learners



Timing: 5’

The teacher asks for students’ impressions on the activities they have just done. She actively listens to students’ opinions and possible suggestions. The teacher gives positive feedback by congratulating all students for their participation. 
Lesson stage 5 – Follow-up







 Timing: 3’

The teacher tells students that the tasks which have not been completed in class can be done as extra-homework. Next lesson, students from each group will be given the chance to present their final work and be evaluated. 

All students are invited to take part in the extracurricular activities at the Exploratory Dinosaur Centre in school during their free time. There they will have more hands-on, entertaining EFL experiences they can pursue at their own pace and level of curiosity. 
Lesson stage 6 – Students’ dismissal


Good-bye greetings. 
Appendix 

                                           Word-Smart Centre                                   [image: image1.jpg]


   


The Green Dinosaur Story worksheet (15 minutes)
Read the story and answer the questions:

1. Does the little bird play with dinosaurs?      
      ______________________________

2. Does the little ship sail with toys? 

      ______________________________

3. Where does David find the green dinosaur?
      ______________________________

4. Why is the green dinosaur swimming in the sea? _____________________________

5. Where does David really find his dinosaur?       _____________________________
                                [image: image2.jpg]


http://clipart-library.com/clipart/pTq8qrxjc.htm
                                                    The Green Dinosaur Story      


David can’t find his dinosaur. He looks around for him, but he can’t find him. He sees a little bird and asks her: “Do you have my green dinosaur?” The little bird says: “I don’t play with dinosaurs; I play with the sun, the rain, the trees and the flowers, not with toys!” Then David sees a ship and asks: “Little ship, do you know where my green dinosaur is?” And the ship answers: “I don’t sail with toys; I sail with tourists and sailors”. David sits and starts crying. A man sees him and asks him: “Why are you crying?” “I can’t find my green dinosaur. Do you know where he is?” “Yes, I do!” says the man. “He’s at the beach!” David runs right to the beach. When he arrives, he finds his dinosaur swimming there. “What are you doing?” asks David. “Getting clean.” answers the dinosaur. “Why?” “Because I’m dirty from playing on the ground” says the green dinosaur. “Come here, let’s go home!” says David. “No!” answers the dinosaur, and continues swimming. David takes off his clothes and goes into the water. Suddenly, he wakes up crying, hugging his pillow. He sees his green dinosaur beside him and kisses him. 
                                       (source: http://www.shortstories.net/bedtime-stories-green-dinosaur/)

         The dinosaur riddles and jokes worksheet                                   [image: image3.jpg]


           
1. What do you call a sleeping dinosaur?  (A dino-snore!)

2. Why does the T. Rex go to bed every evening? (Because he is tired!)

3. What do you call a fossil that never wants to work? (Lazy bones!)

4. What’s the best way to talk to a Tyrannosaur? (Long distance!)

5. What do you get if you cross a pig with a dinosaur? (Jurrasic Pork!)
6. Why do dinosaurs eat raw meat? (Because they don’t know how to cook!)
 (source: www.enchantedlearning.com/jokes/animals/dinosaurs.shtml)



             The T. Rex Gap-Filling Worksheet
	Tyrannosaurus Rex is a huge dinosaur. It is a ______________, a carnivore. It walks on two______________. T. Rex is about _______________long. This giant eats large dinosaurs, like_________________. It is one of the last dinosaurs to live on ____________.


Fill in the blanks below with words from the list below:                          
Earth, meat-eating, Triceratops, 12.4 m, legs
[image: image4.jpg]



Number Smart Centre
        Dinosaur Word Search Worksheet                       Word Scramble Worksheet
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	Dinosaurs Logic Puzzle Worksheet



       Four children have different favorite dinosaurs. Find out who likes which dinosaur. 
	
	T. rex
	Stegosaurus
	Velociraptor
	Triceratops

	Amy
	.
	.
	.
	.

	Bob
	.
	.
	.
	.

	Cal
	.
	.
	.
	.

	Deb
	.
	.
	.
	.



1. Bob's favorite dinosaur does not have an "x" in its name.

2. Amy only likes dinosaurs that walk on four legs.

3. Neither Cal's nor Amy's favorite dinosaur has triangular plates along its back.

4. Bob's favorite dinosaur is a meat-eater.




Picture Smart Centre








        The Day of the Dinosaur Maze  
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Source: http://printables4kids.com/dinosaur-maze-and-coloring-page/ 
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Music Smart Centre

The Strangest Dinosaur Name Worksheet
Spell and pronounce the following dinosaur names:
PARASAUROLOPHUS, DRACOREX, HOGWARSIA, PIATNITZKYSAURUS, HALLUCIGENIA,CALEPHIOCEPHALETECHNOSAURUS, QUETZALCOATLUS, BOROGOVIA


             Nature Smart Centre
The Dinosaur Tracks Worksheet
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http://www.istockphoto.com/vector/dinosaur-skeleton-amp-footprints-4679306
Tyrannosaurus Rex Song Worksheet  
Say the rhyme or sing it (The Wheels on the Bus melody): 

The Tyrannosaurus Rex went GRRR, GRRR, GRRR,

GRRR, GRRR, GRRR, GRRR, GRRR, GRRR

The Tyrannosaurus Rex went GRRR, GRRR, GRRR,

All around the swamp. 
The Food Finder Worksheet
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 http://instantworksheets.net/dinosaur-food-finder
Activity Completion Checklist sample

	Activity
	Timing
	Yes
	No

	The Green Dinosaur Story worksheet


	15’
	
	

	Riddles and jokes worksheet


	5’
	
	

	Gap-filling worksheet
	5’
	
	


